Statutes of the Movement for Direct Democracy

Introductory declaration

The Movement for Direct Democracy adheres to the ideas of freedom, equality and human solidarity whose partial fulfilment it sees in the use of methods of direct democracy. The movement is aware of the frequent abuse of these ideals for diametrically opposed purposes. Particularly damaging was the communist regime which fraudulently appropriated many democratic and humanitarian ideals as part of its totalitarian ideology, thereby discrediting them for many years. The very substance of that regime was namely criminal, being based on uncontrolled power exerted by a very small number of privileged power-holders over the enormous majority of opperessed citizens deprived of any rights. We consider the ideals of direct democracy to also be an effective means of surmounting this totalitarian heritage in Czech society, which includes the feelings of insignificance, fear and indifference towards our common destiny. 

We are now facing new unprecedented challenges - a crisis of representative democracy and loss of the citizens´ trust in elected organs and their ability and will to solve the citizens´ daily problems. In such a situation, some citizens seek a solution by rallying round populistic and authoritarian parties, movements, and leaders. We consider this development as extremely dangerous, threatening to result in a repetition of the painful experience of similar fascist-type movements of the 20th century. 

Our freedom is threatened! Democracy is imperilled!

The global ecological crisis, the threat of a nuclear war, the rise of a new, extremely dangerous type of terrorism, and many other threats, components and attendant phenomena of the contemporary   form of globalization are also, as we see it, a very serious challenge.

These signs of crisis do not only endanger our freedom, but also our very survival.

Our life is in danger!

We cannot just wait, we must act. Let´s act while there is still time. Old problem-solving methods and customary behavior patterns are proving a failure. 

Time has come for a radical change!

It is vitally important to revive the pristine ethos of democracy and the values from which it had grown. It is necessary to imbue them with new energy and appeal

Only an improvement and radicalization of democratic methods of decision-making can avert these dangers for the benfit of us, the citizens! It is for this purpose that the Movement for Direct Democracy was founded. Its goal is to develop all methods of direct citizen participation in decision-making, on both the local, i.e. communal, and national as well as international level. 

In our endeavour to achieve this goal, we welcome cooperation with all democratically-minded people and groups who share with us the conviction that we and nobody else are the best custodians of our lives. 

The Movement for Direct Democracy is convinced that, in the era of globalization, the fulfilment of these democratic ideals is only possible on the international level. The boundaries of nation states have long since been crossed by the power of globalized supranational corporations, as they have been crossed by the global ecological crisis. It is time to also lay solid foundations for global human solidarity. Only together can we successfully defend freedom and our lives.

Direct Democracy in the local community! Direct Democracy in Czech Republic! Direct Democracy in the European Union!

As we value the importance of methods of direct Democracy, we intend to apply them also inside our own movemnet, and we hope to set a good example to others as well.

                                           Ditrect Democracy in daily life!

Article 1

Name, location and scope of activity of the association

The Movement for Direct Democracy (further only MDD) is a citizen association (further only association or movement; both these terms are equivalent here) located in Brno, address: PhDr. Milan Valach, Ph.D., B.Martinů 44, 602 00 Brno. The scope of its activity is the whole area of Czech Republic.

Article 2

The nature of the Association

The Association is a voluntary, non-governmental and non-profit association of citizens for the purpose of promoting Direct Democracy. Its activity aims at the support of Czech democracy, especially by advocating the ideas of Direct Democracy.

The Association is a legal entity. 

Article 3

The Purpose of the Association

The basic purpose of the Association is the legalization of the right of the Citizens of Czech Republic to iniciative and binding referendum on both local and national level.

The right to initiative is for us the legalization of the right of the citizens to formulate issues to be decided upon in referendum, and to organize and gather signatures supporting a petition demanding a referendum. Further, we mean thereby the binding character of such a petition vis-a-vis the executive organs; i.e. the principle stipulating that, if the petition gains the support of a sufficient number of signatures of Czech citizens, prescribed by law, the local or national organs (according to the type of referendum - local or national) have a legal obligation to secure the organization of the referendum in question within the period of time prescribed by law. The referendum is valid regardless of the number of participating voters.

By binding character we mean the principle that the decisions made by referendum ar binding for organs of local administration and assume the character of decisions made by higher level organs of local self-government (i.e. they are superior to all other decisions made by local self-government).  In case of national referendum, the same regulations apply to national organs of state administration. In some cases, according to the nature of the referendum, the decisions adopted become law, or they can abolish the validity of another law.

To achieve this goal, the Association organizes and supports activities connected with the promotion of Direct Democracy and all other activities compatible with the laws of Czech Republic which can contribute to the achievement of the basic purpose of the Movement.

Article 4

Irrevocability of the purpose of the Movement and the principles of internal democracy

1. The purposes of the Movement, as defined in Article 3, are irrevocable. They cannot be submitted to voting. It is only possible to extend them by including additional demands strengthening direct citizen participation in political decision-making. Every person interested in becoming a member of the Movement (MDD) confirms, by signing the application form, that he/she surrenders the right to vote upon the abolition of the purposes of the MDD. 

2. The paragraphs 1., 2., 3., 4., 5., 6., 7., 11., 12., and 13. of the Article 8 of the Statutes of the MDD,  are also irrevocable, i.e. excluded from any voting.

Article 5

Forms of activities of the Association

1. Organization of conferences and other actions supporting direct democracy, if they are compatible with the laws of Czech Republic, as e.g. the organization of public meetings, petitions etc.

2. Presentation of the ideas of direct democracy on the internet

3. Participation in administrative and other hearings

Article 6

Membership in the Association

1. Member of the Association can be any natural person older than 18 years, if he/she had manifested sympathy for the Movement during at least 6 previous months, and during this period actively worked for the realization of the purposes of the Movement.

2. Membership is gained after decision made by the Council and is subject to subsequent authorisation by plenary session. After establishment of local organizations, memberhip can be gained by Council decision on recommendation by the respective local organization.

      In case of disagreement between the Council and the local organisation, final decision is 

      made by plenary session. 

3. Any member of the Association has the right to

a) elect organs of the Association and be elected for them

b) present proposals, suggestions, and comments, including proposals to organize a referendum concerning internal matters of the Association, even the recall of individual functionaries or whole organs of the Movement.

c) Participate in actions organized by the Association.

4. Any member of the Association is obliged to

a) Respect the Statutes

b) Pay membership fees

c) When admitted to the Association, to fully and correctly inform the MDD about his/her membership in other groups, movements, parties, and organizations, as well as other forms of cooperation with such entities. Each member confirms by his/her signature on the application form that the information supplied is complete and truthful. Incorrect declaration makes the application invalid.

5. Incompatible with membership in the Association is:

a) membership in organizations in any way related to the communist totalitarian past

b) membership in groups striving to limit democracy: racist, neo-nazi and similar groups, movements, and parties.

Any infringement of section a) and b) of this article constitutes a ground for immediate exclusion from the MDD, as well as abrogation of the validity of all votings the respective MDD member  had participated in, from the moment he/she became a member of these groups until the revelation of this circumstance. 

The same principle applies if it is revealed that the respective member joined the Movement on behalf of a group or organization intending to damage the Movement, or if he/she became member of such an organization after becoming member of the MDD.

6. Association membership is ended

a) by sending a written notification addressed to the Association Council or to the respective local organization

b) by a decision of the plenary session to expel the person in question 

c) by the death of the member of the Association (in case of natural persons)

d) by the dissolution of the Association

7. Any member is immediately expelled in case of suspicion that he/she is guilty of a criminal offence; in this case, membership is suspended until final ruling at court. The respective decision is made by the local organization and the Council of the MDD. The decision made by the Council has priority. 

Article 7

Organization structure 

1. The highest organ of the Association is the plenary session

a) The inaugural plenary session elects an Association Council consisting of three members. The inaugural plenary session consists of founding members of the Movement. Once a year, or more often if necessary, the Council convocates all subsequent plenary sessions; such a session can also be convocated at the first opportunity, if a majority of members so desire.

b) The plenary session adopts a decision if the majority of those present vote for it. The plenary session makes decissions on the basis of its own assessment or a Council recommendation. 

c) The plenary session consists of all members of the Movement. When local organizations are in place, it consists of elected representatives of these organizations.

2. The Council meets at least once every three months, or when necessary, in order to:

a) determine the concept of Association activities and their goals for the next period of time

b) sanction the Statutes of of Association and changes of these Statutes, even including any change of the seat of the Association, if desirable

c) sanction the report on Association activities and audit for the past period of time

d) sanction the Association budget

e) decide on admission or expulsion of any Association member; when local organizations are in place, this right is transferred to their organs. In case of decion on expulsion, membership of MDD ceases immediately. However, the decision only becomes final if it is authorized by the next plenary session. For this purpose, a majority of those present is required.

f) The Council authorizes the establishment of local organizations and grants them registration.

g) The Council is a statutory organ of the Association. It elects internally a trustee who is also a spokesperson until further notice. Council decisions are made by majority of elected members. 

h) Th Council of the Movement is authorized to arrest the activities of local organizations who thereby immediately loose the right to proceed in the name of the MDD and as a local MDD organization. The Council uses this right in case of suspicion that the Statutes of the MDD have been seriously violated by a local organization´s actions, in case of a criminal offence, or other grave circumstance. The right of final decision to dissolve a local organization appertains to the Movement´s plenary session.

i) The Council of the Movement has the right to appoint further expert and service organs if the Movement´s activities require this. 

j) The Council  can present for the plenary session a proposal to dissolve the Association.  

3. It is the trustee or another member, authorized by the Council, who is entitled to act on behalf of the Association. These persons have the right to formulate standpoints and declarations of the Association after authorization by the Council. 

4. On the local level, the above rights appertain to the respective local organizations.

a) A local organization is established if at least three local members demand it and the organization is registered by the council of the MDD.

b) Any local organization is authorized to use the abbreviation MDD when referring to the locality where it is active.

c) The local organization is obliged to keep records of members; the original of these records is kept at the Council of the MDD. Further, the local organization is obliged to follow the atatutes of the MDD and to handle the entrusted MDD property in accordance with the laws of Czech Republic and the respective regulations, as well as in accordance with internal rules of the MDD.

Article 8

Steering of activities by methods of direct democracy

Beside the steering of the Movement by its elected organs, internally, methods of direct democracy are also used. We refuse to accept any form of manipulation and domination of man by man. Any form of freedom deficit disintegrates inter-human relations. Every institution based on the rule of a minority over a majority is in fact based on violence and represents an institutional form of aggression. Therefore, the members of the movement declare that they consider the application of methods of direct democracy for the steering of society and citizen movements as generally useful and highly desirable. For this purpose, we adopt the following rules:

1. Each member is entitled to obtain any information important for the activities and purposes of the movement.

2. All representatives of the Movement are elected by the members using direct and secret ballot; they can be recalled by the members at any moment; in case of local representatives, by local vote, in case of higher level representatives, by a vote performed on the respective level. The highest representatives are elected and recalled by all members of the Movement.

3. The member ballot must always be direct, equal and secret. The voting of elected representatives must always be direct, equal and public. In case of voting by organs and elected representatives of the Movement, a list containig information about the vote of each member on each issue has to be submitted to all members of the Movement.  

4. Each member has the right to iniciate a petition demanding direct voting on any issue concerning: any single decision made by the organs of the Movement. The petition may also concern the organization structure, including recall of representatives of the Movement on any local or higher level, as well as activities and purposes of the Movement, except the purposes defined in article 4 of these Statutes.

5. Issues concerning solely a local organization are treated only on the local level. 

6. If the petition in question is valid, the respective organs of the Movement are obliged to assure technically and organizationally the required voting without any unnecessary delay. The organizers of the petition must be notified as soon as possible, but not later than within a fortnight after the respective organ received the application. If this obligation is not fulfilled, the respective members can themselves organize the voting and at the same time lodge a complaint with a higher organ of the Movement, while also informing the member base of the Movement. The  information channels of the Movement are obliged to pass this information to all members of the Movement (see art. 8, section 1 of these Statutes).

7. The petition is valid if the issue subjected for voting is clearly specified and if it has been supported by the prescribed number of signatures of members of the organization; local or  general prescriptions apply for the local or organization level respectively.

8. Any petition has to be supported by the following number of member signatures, always depending on the number of members of the group in question:

Number of organization members affected by the issue:

2 - 50 members ……………….at least 50% of signatures

51 to 100 members ……………at least 20% of signatures

101 to 999 members …………..at least 15% of signatures

1,000 to 9,999 members ………at least 10% of signatures

10,000 to 99,999 members ……at least 1% of signatures

The percentage of petition signatures demnading intra-movement voting can be further modified if need be. Every such change has to be authorized by all members´ vote. The change becomes operative if authorized by simple majority of ballot participants.

9. The same issue can only be presented for new voting after a period of 12 calendar months, or earlier, if new important facts become known. In case of controversy over the importance of such new facts, the Council of the Movement decides on the validity of the petition. If the petition demands that the Council itself be subjected to scrutiny, the members elect, by direct ballot, an Arbitration Commission of the MDD. 

10. If desirable, this Commission can also be established as a permanent organ of the MDD.

11. All ballots - referenda - are valid if the other rules specified by these Statutes have been observed, regardless of the number of ballot (referendum) participants.

12.  Each member or organ of the MDD has the right to propose changes of the Statutes of the MDD. All changes of the Statutes of the MDD have to be authorized by the vote of the member base in accordance with article 8, paragraph 11, of the Statutes of the MDD.

13. All voting proposals, as well as all known and important information concerning the issue in question and the proposed voting date have to be presented for the member base in advance, so as to allow everybody to become well acquainted with all relevant information and to be able to participate in the voting procedure. In case of local voting, this applies to members of the local organization and so on, up to the whole community of MDD members, if the voting concerns the whole member base. 

Disputes concerning timetables are decided by a superior organ of the MDD, or the Arbitration Commission of the MDD.

Article 9

Accountancy of the Association

1. The receipts of the Association consist of specific grants, donations, sponsoring and income generated by non-profit activities in agreement with the purposes of the Association. 

2. The expenditures of the Association are used for the realization of the purposes of the Association as per Article 3, and in conformity with the modes of activity specified in Article 5 of these Statutes.

3. The draft of the Association Budget is prepared by the person nominated by the Council; it is approved by the Council. 

4. All property acquired by members of the Association or its local organization in the name of the MDD or within the framework of MDD-oriented activities belongs to the Movement as a whole.

Article 10

Dissolution of the Association

1. The Association is dissolved by decision of the plenary session.

2. After the liquidation, its property is handed over to another legal entity or natural person whose purposes are close to those of the Association and who does non-profit work.

These Statutes were unanimously approved by all members of the MDD on 5 June 2002.

                                                                                           PhDr. Milan Valach, Ph.D.

                                                                                           Spokesperson of the MDD

